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Airbus Helicopters VSR700 demonstrator flies unmanned 
Performs compliance flight without safety pilot onboard 

 

 
 

Marignane, 20 December 2018 - The Airbus Helicopters VSR700 demonstrator took off for 

a fully unmanned autonomous flight at the military airbase in Istres in the south of France. 

The purpose of the flight was to establish compliance with the demanding regulatory and 

safety systems necessary for future unmanned flight in France.  During the exercise the 

demonstrator performed a 30 minute flight successfully executing a variety of flight patterns 

before landing in an autonomous mode. The unmanned air vehicle was piloted and 

monitored from the ground station located at the base.  

 

The VSR700 demonstrator has been flying autonomously since May 2017 with a safety pilot 

as part of its development programme.  The diesel engine installed to meet naval and military 

requirements has been fine tuned during this period and the automatic flight control systems 

have been developed to meet the new regulatory standards.  This new critical operational 

capability is pursuing its development plan and 2019 will see the rollout of the prototype.  

 

The VSR700 is a light military tactical unmanned aerial system able to carry multiple 

payloads, with an endurance of around 8 hours at 100 NM. The system will initially offer 

extended surveillance capabilities for navies, allowing them to preserve manned helicopter 
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flights for critical missions.  Users will benefit from the system’s low operational cost thanks 

to its proven civil certified Cabri G2 platform and its low consumption diesel engine. The ideal 

size, it is designed to complement manned helicopters, without replacing them, on ships 

ranging from small corvettes to major warships.  

 

*** 

About Airbus 

Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2017 it generated revenues of € 59 billion 

restated for IFRS 15 and employed a workforce of around 129,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range 

of passenger airliners from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, 

combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, 

Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
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