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QinetiQ signs for four H125 for Empire Test  Pilots’ School  
 
• H125 will be used to train civil and military test pilots and flight test 

engineers 
• Deal includes aircraft modification and 10-year HCare support 
 
Oxford, 1st March 2017 - QinetiQ has signed a deal for four Airbus H125 helicopters as part 
of its modernisation of the Empire Test Pilots’ School (ETPS), which it manages alongside 
the UK’s Ministry of Defence (MOD).  

Worth approximately £15 million, the deal will see Airbus Helicopters’ UK design team 
upgrade the Garmin G500-equipped aircraft with, among other capabilities, a 3-axis 
autopilot, dedicated communications equipment and Traffic Awareness Systems. This is in 
addition to a Flight Test Instrumentation suite, which is used to test and evaluate aircraft 
design and performance – a critical part of a test pilot or flight test engineer’s training. 

The contract includes aircraft modification and 10 years’ full HCare support package – 
industry’s most comprehensive service coverage – helping to deliver full availability.  

The aircraft are expected to enter service in early 2019. 

John Anderson, Managing Director Air & Space, QinetiQ said: “We and the MOD are 
investing £85m in ETPS under our strategy to modernise the UK’s Test Aircrew Training 
capability. Assembling a fleet that provides the very best value and performance is vital to 
this strategy and the H125 will play a leading role. It’s an exciting time at ETPS, not just for 
us, but for our customers, who can look forward to improved programmes, delivered in more 
flexible way, using cutting edge aircraft.”   

Colin James, UK Managing Director, Airbus Helicopters said: “As one of the world’s ‘Big 
Four’ test pilot schools, it is hugely encouraging to think that for many years to come, all 
ETPS helicopter test pilots and flight test engineers will train on Airbus aircraft.  With this deal 
Airbus Helicopters is committed to providing long-term support to help make future ETPS 
helicopter training a success.” 

The acquisition of the H125s is part of QinetiQ’s £1 billion deal with the MOD, signed in 
December 2016, to modernise the UK’s test aircrew training and air range capabilities. As 
part of the agreement, QinetiQ is investing £85m in ETPS to reduce operating costs, 
enhance capabilities and drive future growth. This includes the purchase of eight new aircraft 
to comprehensively update and future-proof the fleet that delivers training. 
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About Airbus  
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2016, it generated revenues of € 67 billion 
and employed a workforce of around 134,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger airliners 
from 100 to more than 600 seats. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and 
mission aircraft, as well as Europe’s number one space enterprise and the world’s second largest space 
business. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military rotorcraft solutions worldwide. 
 
About QinetiQ 
Listed on the London Stock Exchange (LSE: QQ.L), QinetiQ is a leading science and engineering company 
operating primarily in the defence, security and aerospace markets. Our customers are predominantly 
government organisations including defence departments, as well as international customers in other targeted 
sectors. 

• Visit our website www.QinetiQ.com 
• Follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter @QinetiQ 
• Visit our blog www.QinetiQ-blogs.com 
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Qinetiq press office +44 (0) 1252 39 3500 PressOffice@QinetiQ.com 
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