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Airbus Helicopters H160 Flight Test campaign launched 
 H Generation flight test campaign initiated on Saturday 13 June 

 Full steam ahead with the second flight Wednesday 17 June. 
 
 
Paris, France, 18 June, 2015 - Airbus Helicopters' highly innovative H160 flew for the first 
time in Marignane on Saturday, 13 June, shortly after beginning its ground runs end of May. 
The aircraft flew for about 40 minutes in ground effect that allowed the flight test team to 
check the overall behavior of the aircraft and to verify the measurements.  
 
"The first flight was very promising in terms of stability, vibrations, and sound levels,” said 
Olivier Gensse, the flight test pilot, upon landing the aircraft.  
 
The flight test campaign has now been launched and the next flights will begin to open the 
flight envelope progressively. The aircraft already reached 130kts during the second flight on 
Wednesday. 
 
"We are very proud that the H160 has reached another milestone on time,” said Bernard 
Fujarski, head of the H160 program. “The dedication of the team working on the program has 
paid off and we are all looking forward to the final development phase to bring this highly 
anticipated helicopter to the market." 
 
In order to complete this final development phase and to ensure the H160's entry into service 
in 2018, Airbus Helicopters is relying on three dedicated prototypes and two helicopter zero 
integration test means. The first prototype will pursue its flight test campaign, including its 
first hot weather flight tests planned for this summer. The second prototype performed its first 
power-on 12 June.  
 
 

About Airbus Helicopters (www.airbushelicopters.com) 

Airbus Helicopters is a division of Airbus Group. The company provides the most efficient 

civil and military helicopter solutions to its customers who serve, protect, save lives and 

safely carry passengers in highly demanding environments. Flying more than 3 million flight 

hours per year, the company’s in-service fleet includes some 12,000 helicopters operated by 

more than 3,000 customers in 152 countries. Airbus Helicopters employs more than 23,000 

people worldwide and in 2014 generated revenues of 6.5 billion Euros. In line with the 

company’s new identity, fully integrated into Airbus Group, Airbus Helicopters has renamed 

its product range replacing the former “EC” designation with an “H”. 
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